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Greetings from the Teacher Education Department! 

Winter break is a time for renewal and reflection. As 

a mom, it has been time to celebrate with family; as a 

literacy specialist, I’ve had time to catch up on my 

reading; and as department chair, it has been an 

opportunity to review the many accomplishments of 

the fall semester. I’m continually awed by the faculty 

and students in our department, and this newsletter is 

just a small look into the work of the past semester.  

Pages 2-3 highlight a few of the many education 

related clubs that our students are involved in at Saint 

Rose.  Student clubs offer opportunities for students 

to grow as educators, network and make lifelong 

friends, and help our community.  

Demonstrating expertise across many areas of teacher 

education, pages 4-5 share activities and scholarship 

of teacher education faculty and students. 

I’m often asked by prospective students about 

connections to schools outside of Saint Rose.  Do our 

beginning teachers engage with students in PreK-

grade 12?  The answer is definitely yes, and on pages 

5-6 we spotlight three examples of work of our 

beginning teachers in local schools.  

In December 2016, I had the privilege of co-hosting 

the Lally School of Education Advisory Board. We 

asked practicing educators to consider: What are the 

qualities of a well prepared educator?  The advisory 

board members emphasized the array of skills 

teachers need to have from flexibility to content 

knowledge to an understanding of diversity.  The 

meeting was one of the many ways that the Saint 

Rose faculty connect to the field and ensure that we 

continue to prepare the best educators for 21st century 

schools.  I look forward to that work in 2017 as we 

build on the great tradition of teacher preparation at 

Saint Rose.  

Dr. Liz Yanoff, Department Chair 

yanoffe@strose.edu 

 

Dates to Know for Spring 2017 

 Spring semester begins January 17. 

 Mid-Winter Recess March 6-10 

 Advisement Day March 21 

 Easter Holiday April 14 – 17 

 Day & evening classes end May 10. 

 Commencement May 13 

 Visit the registrar’s page for additional 

calendar information 

https://www.strose.edu/academics/registrar/a

cademic-calendar/ 

 

Graduation 

If you are planning to graduate in spring or summer, 

make sure to apply for graduation.  You’ll find the 

application forms on Blackboard as well as the 

policy about who can participate in graduation.  

Summer graduates may be eligible to participate in 

the May ceremony.  

 

Career Services 

Visit the Saint Rose Career Center for recent job 

postings and career skills training.  Career Center 

services are open to current students and alumni. 

https://www.strose.edu/student-life/career-center/ 

Graduate School 

Teacher Education and other departments in the 

School of Education offer many outstanding 

opportunities for graduate education.  Learn more by 

visiting the Graduate Admissions webpage and 

attending a graduate school information session.  

https://www.strose.edu/admissions/graduate-

students/ 

 

  

Teacher Education @ 

The Thelma P. Lally School of Education 

mailto:yanoffe@strose.edu
https://www.strose.edu/academics/registrar/academic-calendar/
https://www.strose.edu/academics/registrar/academic-calendar/
https://www.strose.edu/student-life/career-center/
https://www.strose.edu/admissions/graduate-students/
https://www.strose.edu/admissions/graduate-students/
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Lally School of Education Clubs 
The Lally School of Education is home to several 

student and school organizations which enrich 

students’ experience at St. Rose.  Among these are:  

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), Best 

Buddies chapter at the College of St. Rose, The Tau 

Sigma Honor Society, The Capital District 

Association for the Education of Young Children 

(CDAEYC), Kappa Delta Pi, Help Yourself 

Academy, and Friday Knights.   

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is 

the largest international professional  

 

organization dedicated to improving educational 

outcomes for individuals with exceptionalities, 

students with disabilities, and/or the gifted.  The 

College of Saint Rose Chapter of CEC is dedicated 

to providing teacher candidates with professional 

development, community involvement, and 

leadership skills.  They host monthly professional 

development events and two community 

involvement events each semester.   For spring 

semester of 2017, CEC will be hosting a multitude 

of professional development events as well as their 

annual Easter Egg hunt for local kids.  CEC will 

also be hosting the second annual Autism Speaks U-

Knighted walk in April 2017.  The Council for 

Exceptional Children is led by President Maureen 

Elliott.  Contact Dr. Margaret McLane, faculty 

advisor, for more information.  

Best Buddies, Saint Rose chapter—Founded in 

1989 by Anthony K. Shriver, Best Buddies is a 

vibrant international organization that has grown 

from one original chapter at Georgetown University 

to almost 1.900 chapters worldwide, positively 

impacting the lives of over 900,000 people with and 

without intellectual and developmental disabilities.  

Best Buddies programs engage participants in each 

of the 50 United States and in over 50 countries 

around the world.   

On October 29th, Best Buddies of Saint Rose hosted 

its annual Halloween party.  The Best Buddies 

chapter at the College of Saint Rose is led by 

President Hannah Conroy and Vice President 

Amanda Schafer.  Contact faculty advisor Ms. 

Christine Preisinger for more information.  

 

Friday Knights is a recreation and family support 

program for children and adolescents with autism 

spectrum disorders (ASD) and their families held on 

the Saint Rose Campus.  It is a great service 

opportunity where College of Saint Rose 

undergraduate and graduate students and faculty 

provide recreation for children and adolescents (ages 

5 -19) with autism spectrum disorders.   

Friday Knights takes place on five Fridays 

throughout the semester.  Dates for the spring 

semester are 2/10, 3/17, 3/24, 4/7, and 4/28. Contact 

Dr. Susan DeLuke at fridayknights@strose.edu for 

more information. 

mailto:fridayknights@strose.edu
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Tau Sigma Honor Society is a national honor 

society designed exclusively for transfer students.  

Its mission is to recognize and promote the 

academic excellence and involvement of transfer 

students.  The Saint Rose chapter of Tau Sigma 

hosts several events and 

activities including a transfer 

meet and greet, bake sales, and 

a Christmas food drive.  

Officers include President 

Katelyn Kasmier, Vice 

President Samantha Loria, 

Secretary Lacie D’Alessio, and Publicity 

Chairperson Mariah Butler.   For information, 

contact faculty advisor Mr. Michael Richter.  

 

Help Yourself Academy (HYA)—HYA is a 

program in which Saint Rose partners with Pine 

Hills Elementary School to create an after school 

mentoring program for 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th graders.   

In the after 

school sessions, 

scholars spend 

time with their 

mentors (Saint 

Rose students) to 

work on fun, 

hands-on science 

and math 

projects.  Lead teachers for the program are Jazzmyn 

Tuthill, Alex Luttinger, Kiersten Crosgrove and 

Emily Sobieski.   Contact director Ms. Marion Slater 

for more information.  

 

 

 
 

Kappa Delta Pi - Students who meet eligibility 

requirements are invited to join this international 

honor society for education.  The honor society is 

open to all students enrolled in the Lally School of 

Education and Adolescence Education students.  It 

sponsors several service projects and fundraisers, 

and hosts professional development opportunities.   

In the fall semester, a variety of activities took place, 

including the collection of children’s books for the 

Marillac Shelter.  The books were wrapped by 

members and donated to the shelter.  Winter-themed 

games and activities were organized and played with 

the children at the shelter.   A Yankee Candle 

Fundraiser was held in which 50% of the proceeds 

were to be donated to the Bernard & Millie Duker 

Children's Hospital at Albany Medical Center.  

Professional development opportunities on the 

topics of spelling and mental health were sponsored 

by the organization.  Officers include President 

Alyssa Hart, Vice Presidents Julianna Palomba and 

Rachel Leombruno, Secretary Ashley Graham, and 

Treasurer Bianca Traudt.   Contact faculty advisors 

Dr. Sheila Flihan or Dr. Kristi Fragnoli for more 

information.  

 

 

 

Capital District Association for 

the Education of Young Children 

(CDAEYC-CSR) – The St. Rose 

chapter of the Capital District 

Association for the Education of Young Children 

held several events in the fall semester, including a 

craft donation drive for Albany Medical Center.  

Officers of CDAEYC-CSR for the spring include 

President Megan Anderson, Vice President Nick 

Rivera, Treasurer Alexander Greenwald, and 

Secretary Ida Rose Ainslie-Hamblin. Contact faculty 

advisors Dr. Dana Abbott or Ms. Patricia Baldwin 

for more information.  

 

A full listing of Saint Rose student clubs with 

officer contact information is listed by the Student 

Association: https://www.strose.edu/student-

life/leadership-opportunities/student-

association/student-association-clubs/ 

Current undergraduate and graduate students are 

encouraged to join one or more of these 

organizations, and alumni can stay involved by 

continuing their membership in groups with local, 

state, or national affiliates. 

 

 

https://www.strose.edu/student-life/leadership-opportunities/student-association/student-association-clubs/
https://www.strose.edu/student-life/leadership-opportunities/student-association/student-association-clubs/
https://www.strose.edu/student-life/leadership-opportunities/student-association/student-association-clubs/
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Teacher Education Department Faculty and 
Student Highlights 

 

Riley Arnold, 
Childhood 

Education ’17, 

was appointed to 

the NYS  

Professional 

Standards and 

Practices Board 

for Teaching.  Dr. 

Kristi Fragnoli is serving on the NYS Social 

Studies Content Panel as they develop the new 

Social Studies Regents and is working on a grant 

with the NYS archives. 

 

Dr. Kelsh gave two presentations at the 2016 New 

York State English Council Conference, Literacy: 

At the Intersection of Story and Information, 

October 19-21, 2016. Details for each presentation 

are as follows:  

 

Kelsh, D., Russell, T., Marley, J. (2016).  

Character Study: A Funds of Knowledge Approach 

to Teaching for Social Justice.  New York State 

English Council Conference, 2016. Albany, New 

York.   

 

Description: In recent years, social justice 

researchers have encouraged teachers to discover 

and use in the classroom students’ “funds of 

knowledge” – the experiential, rather than school-

based, knowledge “essential for household or 

individual functioning and well-being” (Moll et al., 

1992, p. 133). We advocate using “funds of 

knowledge” as a lens to study dimensions of 

characters in, for example, Cisneros’ House on 

Mango Street, Walker’s “The Flowers,” and 

Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men.  Focusing attention 

on knowledge developed from characters’ lived 

experience enables deep exploration of historical 

and cultural differences and similarities, and their 

connections to character motivation, conflict, and 

development.   

 

Kelsh, D., Ferreri, M., Petker, Z., & Zobre, J. 

(2016). Teaching with Tiny Texts: A Collection of 

Ready-to-Use and Common Core-aligned 

Strategies. New York State English Council 

Conference, 2016. Albany, New York. 

 

Description: Tiny texts – quotations and short stand-

alone excerpts – can be used in a multitude of ways 

to develop student competency in close reading and 

writing from sources in a low-stress high-interest 

environment.  Because the texts are tiny, students 

and teachers can focus intensively on many skills 

such as teasing out shades of meaning and tone, or 

analyzing different accounts of a subject.  Tiny texts 

on the same topic provide an opportunity for 

students to experiment with ways to handle textual 

evidence, and they help them build a broad 

knowledge base.   

 

Dr. Pfister also presented at education conferences 

with current and former students.  

 

Pfister, C., & Elliott, M. (2016). What We Know 

Now: Investigating the Differences between Novices 

and Student Teachers New York State Association 

of Teacher Educators, 2016.  Saratoga, New York.   

 

Description: Dr. Pfister partnered with Maureen 

Elliott, a student in the Childhood/Special 

Education program, to present at the New York 

State Association of Teacher Educators in Saratoga, 

NY in October.  The work was based on Maureen’s 

undergraduate research grant.  They reported the 

results of her work using case studies as a tool for 

investigating some of the differences in knowledge 

and approaches to teaching between novice teachers 

and student teachers.  Findings indicate that those 

with even a year or two of experience think more 

deeply and more broadly about classroom issues.   

 

Pfister, C., & Paljevic, S. (2016). A New Paradigm 

for Student Teaching in the 21st Century: 

Cooperating Teacher, Supervisor, Critical 

Confidant. Southeastern Regional Association of 

Teacher Educators, 2016. Reston, Virginia.  
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Description: Dr. Pfister partnered with Sophia 

Paljevic, Childhood ’12, Literacy ’13, and presented 

the results of a pilot study where they found that 

student teachers benefitted from having a mentor 

during student teaching in addition to their 

supervisor and cooperating teacher.  Findings are 

that this is a very positive additional support for 

student teachers.  Implications are that colleges may 

want to have a program such as this to better support 

student teachers in these challenging times.   

 

Dr. Yanoff presented at the International Literacy 

Association with two professional colleagues. 

 

Yanoff, E., LaDuke, A., & Jensen, P. (2016). 

Integrating Literacy and Social Studies Instruction: 

Perspectives on Transforming the Common Core 

Standards and College, Career, & Civic Life 

Framework. International Literacy Association 

Annual Conference, 2016. Boston, MA. 

 

Description: This presentation shared three 

overlapping possibilities for integrated literacy and 

social studies instruction that allow teachers to meet 

the needs of students and standards while using high 

quality literature and informational texts.   

 

In addition Dr. Yanoff is serving this academic year 

as President of the New York State Reading 

Association, a professional organization for literacy 

specialists from across the state.  

 

Teacher Education Department Featured 
Partnerships 

 

Albany Community Charter School (ACCS) and 

The College of Saint Rose school-college 

partnership –Dr. 

Deborah Kelsh has 

worked since the spring 

of 2015 to establish a 

school-college partnership with Albany Community 

Charter School (ACCS). 

Working with administrators at ACCS Middle 

School—including Ms. Shannon Magee; Ms. 

Chrisheena Hill; Ms. Shermaine Moore-Boakye; and 

ACCS Director, Mr. Neal Currie—Dr. Kelsh 

developed an English language arts (ELA) pilot 

program for the grade 7 Tendaji class. The program 

aims to help develop the ELA skills of the grade 7 

Tendaji students.  It also provides on-site urban 

education field experience to all graduate and 

undergraduate English: Adolescence Education 

Program students who need to complete field 

experience hours and are available to do so during 

the school day on designated days of the week. 

The pilot program of the partnership was launched 

this fall 2016.  From September 30 – November 18, 

seven students in Dr. Kelsh’s literacy and methods 

courses worked once or twice a week with students 

at ACCS, reading and discussing texts in both full-

class and small group configurations.  The Saint 

Rose student interns who participated are: 

Graduate Student 

Interns 

Undergraduate 

Student Interns 

Jenna Gragnano Marina Ferreri 

Dylan Hedderman Zachary Petker 

Daniella Schmidt Nancy Wall 

Dorthea Turck  

  

Cohoes City Schools 

For almost 15 years, Professor Schaefer has been 

collaborating with Cohoes City Schools by bringing 

childhood education methods students to teach 

math, science, and technology lessons. When the 

program begins each semester, the classroom 

teachers let the Saint Rose students know what they 

would like students to teach and then the Saint Rose 

students are responsible for the weekly lessons.  

Often at least two St. Rose students work together 

because in their future careers, they will most likely 

be collaborating with other professionals.  This is a 

program where everyone benefits.  The children in 

these classrooms receive hands-on pupil-centered 

small group instruction in both math and science.  
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St. Rose students have an opportunity to work 

together on lesson development and preparation and 

get excellent pre-student teaching experience.  The 

classroom teachers get a chance to step back and 

assess their children in a different context, learn 

some new strategies and activities, and provide 

valuable input to students who might one day be a 

colleague in the classroom next door. 

Two former methods students are now the mentor 

teachers for our current Saint Rose methods 

students-- the circle is complete. 

 

Delaware Community School 

Every Friday morning, Professor Baldwin and 

students enrolled in our Early Childhood Curriculum 

and Instruction class can be found in a kindergarten 

classroom at Delaware Community School in 

Albany.  Formerly Public School 18, Delaware 

Community School is the City School District of 

Albany's only school offering a bilingual education 

program, teaching students in both English and 

Spanish. The original P.S. 18 was razed and rebuilt 

as Delaware Community School (DCS), which 

opened in 2007. Saint Rose faculty have partnered 

with the outstanding teachers at DCS for several 

years.  DCS faculty open their classrooms to our 

students and give them an opportunity to plan and 

teach creative hands-on lessons to their students 

with extensive mentoring and support.  The DCS 

kindergarteners are always excited to see the Saint 

Rose curriculum and instruction students, and across 

other classrooms at DCS you’ll find additional Saint 

Rose students serving as student teachers and 

completing methods fieldwork.  We are grateful to 

community partners such as ACCS, Cohoes City 

Schools, and DCS for their continued support.   

 

Full Time Teacher 
Education Faculty  

 
Ms. Trish Baldwin 

Dr. Sheila Flihan 

Dr. Kristi Fragnoli 

Dr. Deb Kelsh 

Dr. Marcia Margolin 

Dr. Drey Martone 

Dr. Christina Pfister 

Mr. Joseph Schaefer  

Dr. Liz Yanoff 

 

Contact information for faculty and staff at The 

College of Saint Rose listed in the faculty/staff 

directory: 

 https://www.strose.edu/faculty-staff 

 

For program and admissions information, contact us 

and visit the undergraduate or graduate catalogs 

online:  

https://www.strose.edu/academics/registrar/college-

catalogs/ 

https://www.strose.edu/admissions/ 

 

Summer 2016 

https://www.strose.edu/faculty-staff
https://www.strose.edu/academics/registrar/college-catalogs/
https://www.strose.edu/academics/registrar/college-catalogs/
https://www.strose.edu/admissions/

